MANUAL 
DISCIPLINE 


OF 


| (T. M. Reg. U. 8. Patent Office) 
| (Established August 19, 1886) 


PRICE 50 CENTS EACH 


GENERAL OFFICE & PUBLISHING HOUSE 


2214 East Seventeenth Street 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 37404 


| 


_ We still stand for the original ‘each- 
ings of “The Church of God” as origi- 
nally set up in 1886, and we ARE The 
ORIGINAL (or oldest) Church of God 
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Washington, D. C. (We have all of the 
original minutes). 


“Let All Things be Done decently and in Order” 
’ (1 Cor. 14: 40) 


f 

(Copyright 1966 by The (Original) Church o 
God, Inc. — No part of this Manual may be 
copied, or reproduced without the permission of 


the publishers). 


= = * 
= = = 


CHAPTER ONE 


THE MANUAL DISCIPLINE 
“THE (ORIGINAL) CHURCH GOD” 


“The (Original) Church of God was 
set in order August 19, 1886 by Elder 
Richard Spurling, and is the FIRST 
CHURCH to take the name “The Church 
of God” in the U.S. A. 


JOHN 3:16 


“For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only Begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” 


For Further Information, Write 


THE (ORIGINAL) CHURCH OF GOD 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2214 East 17th Street, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37404 
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“FOREWARD 


Herewith we Piven to you the Re- 
vised Manual of The (Original) Church 
of God. The original manual was printed 
and adopted by the church in 1920. Dur- 
ing each of these 45-years it has been 
definitely noted that some changes were 
necessary to keep step with the progress 
of the Gospel, as a greater knowledge of 
the Scriptures has been obtained since 
‘the printing of the first Manual. The 
Convention has made and adopted such 
changes, subtractions and additions as it 
deemed proper for the best interest of 
all concerned. Changes will continue to 
be made as long as we keep walking in 
the light. 


If we keep pace with God’s Govern- 
“ment we must progress, and progress 
within itself will continue to demand 
certain changes, as the Church grows in 
usefulness, we will be forced to enlarge 
on our teachings. 


It is not the purpose, nor the intention 
of the revisors of this Manual to enact a 
law that would prevent an_ individual 
from doing the service the Lord or the 
Church may require of them; but to 
regulate conditions so as not to have one 
conflict with another, but each one serv- 
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ing in the capacity where the Lord has 
placed them, will avoid all conflict in 
rule and government of the church (See 
Corinthians 12; 18). | 

We have carefully searched the prev- 
ious Minutes from year to year, also the 
Word of God, on each subject, and in 
publishing this Discipline we have en- 
deavored to present it in the simplest 
way possible. We have labored most 
earnestly to make it adequate in ev 
way, and if those who use this book find 
it beneficial to them, we shall be amply 
rewarded for all our labors. 


The Committee: 
Rev. O. E. Scott, Th. D., Chairman 
Rev. S. A. Anderson, Gen’l. Supt. 
Rev. Lacy C. Cagle, Asst. Gen. Supt. 
Rev. O, F. Barnes, Secretary - Treas. 


* 


This Manual Was Adopted by The 
Annual General Convention, in sesston, 
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, on October 


10, 1964. 
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CREED AND COVENANT 


“We believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, maker of heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
which was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried: the third day He arose from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven and sitt- 
eth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty: from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and dead. We believe in 
the Holy Ghost, The Church of God, the 
Communion of the saints, the forgive- 
ness of sins, Sanctification by the Blood 
of Jesus Christ, the filling of the Holy 
Ghost, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting” Amen. — 


CHURCH COVENANT 


We, having been called out from the 
world by the blessed Spirit of God, and 
being acquainted with the articles of 
faith an ality of “The (Original) 
Church of God,” and believing it to be 


The “True” Church of God, and having 
given our names, and thereby become 
members of the same, do solemly, but 
cheerfully, and with joy and _ gladness 
enter into this covenant: 

We will watch over one another with 
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brotherly love and kindness, that we 
may with mi¢ekness assist in sustaining 
each other to the extent of our ability. 

We will abstain (refrain) from frivi- 
lous conversations, foolish talking and 
jesting, from backbiting, tattling, taking 
up a reproach against any one, especial- 
ly of our union. We _ will endeavor to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are called, with meekness and long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in love, 
doing all in our power to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bonds of peace. 

We will share one another’s burdens, 
and “so fulfill the law of Christ.” We 
will also heed 1 Thes. 5:12, “And we be- 
seech you, brethren, to know them which 
labor among E par and are over you in 
the Lord, and admonish .... And be at 
peace among yourselves.” “We exhort 
you, brethren, warn them that are un- 
ruly, comfort the feebleminded, support 
the weak, be patient toward all men. 
See that. none render evil for evil unto 
any man.” Read Romans 12: 17, also 
Ephesians 4: 32. 

We will endeavor to engage mM some 
kind of Christian work, visiting the sick 
and distressed, and to all who will ac- 
cept our deed of charity, so far as in our 
power lies, avoiding all sin. Eph. 5:11; 1 
Peter 4:5; James 1 4 and all this we 


do. the Lord helping us. We will pay our 
_ Tithes, and give offerings, as the Lord 
has propsered us. 

We accept this obligation of this Cov- 
enant in the name of the Father, and of 
. the Son, and of the Hoty Ghost. 


SOME GOOD ADVICE EACH 


As you area “ees of the body of Christ 
on earth, you should feel your part of 
the interest in each service; as far as 
possible attend each and every service; 
remember if you are not there no one 
can fill your place, and if you are not 
there the service will be hindered. Show 
-your friendship and love for all without 
respect of persons. 


.. Do. not wait for others to greet you, 
but greet them, and not only the mem- 
bers, but strangers as well. Take an in- 
terest in every part of the service; al- 
ways join in the first song, and be ready 
to witness; don’t wait for some one else 
to be first, you be first. NEVER TELL 
YOUR TROUBLES IN THE CHURCH 
SERVICE. Always remain in silent pray- 
er for every parfof the service, and 
throughout the entire service: don’t let 
your mind wander, keep it on the Lord 
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that you may hear the voice of the Holy 
Spirit. 

STAND BY YOUR PASTOR:. never 
feel like someone else will do it. Always 
lithe your income and give it to the Lord 
so you can KEEP THE VICTORY, and 
get healed when you, or some member 
of your family, gets sick. Here is where 
so many have failed when the test 
comes. Never find fault with some one 
else, Satan will do that. 


“Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” Spend much time 
in secret prayer. Pray for the weak ones 
but DO NOT JUDGE THEM: love, en- 
courage and help them. Love will WIN! 
You should always dress neat and 
clean, but not for show. Let this forever 
be yourtthought: “What kind of a church 
would my church be if every member 
weré just like me?” 
“Some think Christians ought not to 
be united in any bond of fellowship, 
others are not satisfied with the law and 
government of Christ and the Holy 
Ghost, but must have a great many more 
laws and governments. Between the two 
extremes there is a wise, middle ground 
of truth which unprejudiced and honest | 
Spirit-led Christians can surely find in ) 
the words and acts of the Saviour and ) 
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His followers under the leadership of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Dear Reader, ask the Lord to help you 
to know the truth and to obey it. If we 
have a right to anything in the world, it 
is to read God’s Word. He has promised 
to give His Spirit to His people, and 
what we want is perfect love to God and 
each other, with fe liberty. As Ar- 
chard says in his history, “Liberty of the 
soul is the breath and element of that. 
religion; inculcated in the New Testa-_ 
ment and has been and will be preserv- | 
ed only by those who descend from all | 

overnment devised by human policy.” 

iberty is what GOD’S PEOPLE WANT | 
AND MUST HAVE AT ANY COST, or | 
hypocrisy will invade the church. We | 
want no other standard but the religion | 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.—R. G. Spurling | 

In the following pages you will find 
the teachings of God’s Law, prophets, 
Jesus Christ, the Apostles and the New 
Testament Church that are made prom- 
inent: 

The (Orginal) Church of God stands 
for the WHOLE BIBLE, rightly divid- 
ed, the New Testament being the rule | 


government and discipline. We be- 
lieve that Salvation is fully taught in the 4 
Testament Scriptures, and in them 


is an all-sufficient government for The | 
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Church of God. So all dealings must be 
on Gospel Principles. 

We invite to union and fellowship all 
persons who avow faith in Christ and 
live a Christian life, so as not to dishon- 
or the cause of Christ, and We Exclude 


Only _ Known Violations of God's 
Word or Commands. 


GOD RULES THE CHURCH WITH LOVE 


“Well, what about Church identity, 
apostolic succession and ministerial au- 
thority All such claims are a_ failure. 
Apostolic succession was alright as long 
as God’s law was obeyed, but when the 
church began to make laws and depart 
from God’s Laws, succession became a 
delusion. 

“When men begin to ordain men to 
preach certain doctrines, and not upon 
Testament authority and qualifications, 
apostolic authority came to naught. We 
need not question rhs about suc- 
cession or apostolic lines of ministry 
since God’s law and government has 
been forsaken for 1500 years. As Israel 


) returned to their land, unto God’s law, 
so LET US RETURN TO GOD’S LAW! 


“First, the New Testament is the only 


® infallible rule of faith and practice, so 
§ we reject all other articles of faith and 


r 
| 
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mensinade: creeds, and for the basis of 
our union Nay gp as set up in 1886) 
we accept the law of love, instead of 
faith, faith in Christ being the only 
faith required in the Gospel, and love 
commandment of Christ, by 
which we should know each other as 
His disciples. 


“*“Dearly beloved, brethren of the 
church, or any who may be admonished 
by this epistle, beware of political dis- 
putes, for these do not belong to the 
church, but to the world. 


“All Christians who are eligible to 
vote, have a right to vote, remembering 
to do unto others as you would have 
them to do unto you. No man that goeth | 
to war entangleth himself with the 
things of the world, that he may please 
Him that hath chosen him to be a_ sol- 
dier. Obey all laws that are not sinful to 
obey. Do not aspire to office; but if you 
should be chosen ‘as an officer, let God 
rule in your heart and office with all 
meekness and honesty, showing thyself a | 
pure Christian in all things.” — R. G. 
Spurling. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
DUTIES GENERAL OFFICERS 


“Every candidate for any office should 
be examined by the General Presbytery 
Board, and if he has failed to report reg- 
ularly, and otherwise lived up to the re- 
quirements of the Manual and Minutes 
in every respect, he should not be al- 
lowed to hold any office in the church. 
Every important office in the church 
should be held by men with at least four 
years experience as an ordained bishop, 
and having made a success as a pastor. 
This is in accordance with God’s Word, 
as the Elders held every office in the 
early church.”— Copied from 1961 Min- 
ute. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 


The duties of the General Superin- 
tendent shall be: to look after the Spiri- 
tual welfare of all the local churches, to 
attend and help conduct State Conven- 
tions. He shall have power and authori- 
ty over all State and District Superin- 
tendents, to reprove them if they fail to 
live up to the requirements of the A. G. 
C., and General Presbytery Board. He 
should work in close harmony with the 
Business Manager and other officials on 
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all matters, such as ordaining or recom- 
mending ministers for ordination in the 
various States. He should, if possible, at- 
tend all Minister’s Conferences in the 
different States. He is to see that. ALL 
ministers report and keep in close touch 
with the general office at all times. 


ASSISTANT 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 


The duties of the Asst. General Supt., 
shall be: to assist the General Supt., in 
all of the above business, and when the 
General Supt., is unable to go, the Asst. 
Supt., could, by request, fill in for him. 


BUSINESS MANAGER 


The duties of the Business Manager 
shall be: To look after ALL the business 
of The (Original) Church of God, and as 
Chairman of the General Trustee Board 
is to look after all church property. He is 
to look after all the business of the Pub- 
lishing House, and is to have complete 
charge of the Publishing House: He is 
to make all purchases and give bills to 
Secretary-Treasurer to pay. He also has 
the authority to indorse any check made 
to The (Original) Church of God, and to 
deposit same. All business concerning 
the church should be handled by him. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY 


The duties of the General Secretary 
shall be: To receive all church reports, 
and minister’s reports, together with the 
money received, and is to keep a Strict 
record of all monies received, and shall 
pay all bills for the publishing house un- 
der the direction of the business mana- 
ger. He is to make a financial report to 
the Annual General Convention. He is 
to work in close harmony with the busi- 
ness manager and other officers at all 
times. He is to make a report once each 
month to the Business Manager regard- 
ing the financial reports; those reporting 
and those not reporting. 


CHAIRMAN GENERAL PRESBYTERY 
BOARD 


The duties of the Chairman General 
Presbytery Board shall be: to see that 
ALL Ministers live up to requirements 
of the A. G. Convention on all lines: He 
is to examine and sign all ministers ap- 
plication blanks, also sign all Creden- 
tials and Identification Cards leaving 
the General Office. He also has the au- 
thority to call in any minister’s creden- 
tials who are not living up to the re- 


quirements of said A. G. Convention 
and the Word of God. 
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The Presbytery Board shall have full 
power of ordination, and all ordination 
of Bishops must be done by the Board 
(or by its aeegppeiea after all applica- 
tions have been examined and approved 
by the State Presbytery Board. 

All ministers, church officials and 
churches shall be under the jurisdiction | 
of this board, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


RULES FOR CHRISTIAN CONDUCT 


We believe the Holy Bible, comprised 
of the sixty-six Books, namely, the Old 
and New. Testaments, to be the Inspired 
Word of God. Therefore, we take the 
Bible as our daily guide and feel that 
we should conform to its precepts, both 
inwardly and outwardly, in our daily 
walk and conversation. | 

Each Christian should be an example 
of the believer, in. faith, conversation, 
charity, holiness, diligence, sobriety, 
and temperance. We feel that our con- 
versation is in heaven and should be as 
becometh the highest onlin of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, not using filthiness of 
speech, foolish talking, jesting, or speak- 
ing evil of others. 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
The names of the official publications 
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are: “The Messenger,” the official organ 
of The (Original) Church of God, and 
the “Youth Messenger”, a paper devoted 
to the interest of the young people, 
known as the “Young Peoples Christian 
Union Workers.” | 

We also publish our Church Manual, 
Minutes, Tracts, etc. We also handle, or 
can get any kind of Book you may want, 
including the best Song Books that can 
be purchased at discount prices. 


CHAPTER THREE 
GENERAL TRUSTEE BOARD 


This board shall consist of not less 
than three members, and shall serve un- 
til replaced by the A. G. Convention in 
session. They shall have charge of all 
properties belonging to The (Original) 
Church of God, according to the word- 
ing of our deeds and Minutes. 


ALL BUSINESS MAIL 


It is our belief that all mail concern- 
ing both the business of the church and 
reports of churches and ministers be 
sent to the General Office: the business 
‘managers mail would have printed on 
the return envelopes these words “Office 
of Business Manager,” and the General 
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Secretary's return envelope would have 
“Office of Secty.-Treas.” We believe this 
would help much, as all business mail 
should come to the General Office, 2214 
East 17th Street, Chattanooga, Tennes- 
see 37404, and not to private homes. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


Below are given the teachings of The 
(Original) Church of God 

The Following is a Summary of the 
Teachings, Precepts and Examples of 
our Lord, which The (Original) Church 
of God stands for and practices. 

We stand for the whole Bible, rightly 
divided as set forth by the _ prophets, 
Jesus Christ and the Apostles, accepting 
nothing but the plainly written Word of 
God on all subjects. 

1. Repentance toward God:. A_ godly 
sorrow which arises from love to God 
and is accompanied with a_ hatred of 
sin, a love for holiness, and a fixed reso- 
lution to forsake sin, and an expectation 
of favor and forgiveness through the 
words of Christ. This is evangelistic or 
Gospel Repentance. Matt. 3: 2-8; 2 Cor. 
7:10; Acts 20:21; Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19. 

2.Restitution: The blood of Jesus will 
never: blot out any sin that we can make 
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right: We must have a conscience void 
of offence toward God and man. Resti- 
tution includes restoring where one has 
defrauded, paying back debts, and con- 
fessing when necessary. Luke 19: 8, 9; 
Psalms 69:4; Exodus 22:3; Luke 3:14. 

3. Regeneration: A change and renova- 
tion of the soul by the Spirit and — 
of God. Matt. 19:28; Titus 3: 4, 5. Born 
again, or from above, to receive spiritual 
life in the soul, enabling us to perform 
spiritual actions and live to . To be 
Regenerated, renewed, to receive spiri- 
tual life, John 3:3, 5; 6:1; 1 Peter 1:23. 

4 Justification: A state of being justi- 
fied before God at any time in the Chris- 
tian experience. It is that act of God’s 
free grace by which we receive remis- 
sion of sins. «tarde 2:24; Rom. 5:1; 2 Cor. 
5:21; Phil. 3:9; Romans 3: 24-26; St. 
John 1:12. 

5. Sanctification: Sanctification is sub- 
sequent to regeneration. Romans 5:2; 1 
Cor. 1:30. Sanctification is that act of 
God’s free grace, by which He makes us 
holy: and is the Second Definite Work 
of Grace, wrought with the blood of 
Christ through faith in Him. Heb. 10:10; 
therefore believers are saints. Heb. 13:- 
12; 1 John 1:9; 1 Thes. 4:3; Heb. 2:11. 
Holiness, a life hid with Christ in God. 
Col. 3: 3; Gal. wren? Luke 1: 74-76; 1 
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Thes. 4:7; Heb. 12:14. Sanctification and 
holiness, with their equivalents are men- 
tioned in the Word of God over five 
hundred times. 

- 6. Entire Sanctification: Entire Sancti- 
fication is by the work of the Holy Ghost 
through the knowledge of the Scriptures. 
St. John 17:17; 1 Thes. 5: 23, 24. This is 
obtained by knowledge of the Scriptures 
and perfect obedience to them, and re- 
tained by the same method. The redemp- 
tion of the body in the First Resurrec- 
tion, and the uniting of redeemed soul — 
and spirit into a redeemed body: then © 
both soul and body is redeemed, made 
like unto the glorious body of Christ. 1 | 
John 3:2, and we shall see Him and be | 
like Him. 

4. Baptism, or Filling with the Spirit: — 
Baptism with the Holy Ghost is subse- | 
quent to cleansing: the enduement of | 
power for service and holy living which 
comes upon Sanctified believers only, | 
and is Jesus Christ’s baptism (Matt. 3:- | 
11), and is received through faith in the § 
Word of God, and obtained through per- 7 


fect obedience with a full surrender and ~— 


complete sacrifice. John 20:22; Luke 24: © 
49; John 7: 38:39; 14:16, 17, 26; Acts 1:- 

9-8; 2: 1-4; 10: 44-46; 19: 1-6. 
7. Speaking With Other Tongues: <As_ 
the initiating evidence of the filling of | 
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the Holy Ghost to an overflowing: you 
will have the same sign or evidence that 
the disciples had on the day of Pente- 
cost at Jerusalem (Acts 2:4), and the 
Gentiles had at the home of Cornelius 
(Acts 10: 44-49), and at Ephesus (Acts 
19; 1-8). It is one of the signs that shall 
follow believers (Mark 16:17), and is one 
of the gif ts of the Spirit to “The Church 
of God”, for the day of grace until the 
return of the Bridegroom (1 Cor. 12:10). 
And, it was “other tongues” for it had to 
be interpreted. 

The above Scriptures correctly read 
and prayerfully studied should convince 
every honest seeker of the truth that 
when one is filled with the Holy Ghost 
to overflowing, as were the saints at Je- 
rusalem, he will “speak with other ton- 

ues as the Spirit gives the utterance.” 
“very man, woman or child who is fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost WILL Speak 
With Other Tongues. 

8. Divine Healing: Jesus not only 
made provision for the salvation of the 
soul in His suffering on earth, but for 
the healing of the body as well. Isaiah 
33:4, 5; Matt. 8: 16-17; Mark 16: 14-18; 
James 5: 14-16; Exodus 15: 26. Divine 
healing is obtained by faith, laying on 
of hands, the anointing of oil, and by 
special gift (1 Cor. 
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The (Original) Church of God con- 


siders it not as a test of fellowship, but 
as an individual matter between them- 
selves and God. It can clearly be seen 
through the Scriptures, that: provision 
was made for afflictions. This is a 
great blessing to those who can exercise 
the faith. 1 Peter 2:24; Heb. 12:12, 13. 
9: Gifts Accompanying God’s Church: 


The full working of the gifts in the 


Church. 1 Cor. 12: 1-12; 28:32; 14:1. 

10. Signs Following Believers: We be- 
lieve this exactly as the 16th chapter of 
Mark sets forth, and we believe every 
one of them will follow the ministry of 
God’s Word. Mark 16:17-20; Heb. 2:4; 
Romans 15: 18-19. 

11. Fruits of the Spirit: John 15: 1-11. 
By our fruits all will know and judge 
whether we have what we profess. Ro- 
mans 6:22; Gal. 5: 22-23; Eph. 5:9; Phil. 
1:11. May all take heed that the Spirit 
we manifest is a stronger evidence of 
the kind of spirit we possess than is our 
testimony or profession in words, It is a 
reflection on the plan of salvation to 
manifest one kind of spirit and profess 
another (1 Thes. 4:4). oe 

12. Works of the Flesh: The (Original) 
Church of God stands against A the 


works of the flesh as in Gal. 5: 19-21. By | 


these are the oar dominated and 
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controlled, and they can be seen on the 
surface by expressions and acts (2 Cor. 
12:20.) 

13. Pre-Millennial Second Coming of 
Christ: The return of Jesus is just as 
literal as His going away (Acts 1:11; 
John 14:3). There will be two appear- 
ances under one coming; first, to resur- 
rect the sleeping saints, and to catch a- 
way His waiting Bride (both the living 
and the dead) to meet Him in* the air 
(Matt. 24: 40-44; 1 Thes. 4: 16-17). 

In the First Resurrection every soul 
shall come out of Paradise, and shall 
enter their immortal bodies to live for- 
ever with Christ (Rev. 20:4). Verse 6 
tells us who will have a part in the first 
resurrection. Second. Christ’s coming on 
down to earth at the close of the great 
tribulation. 

The Millineum will be a reign of peace 
and blessing with Jesus Christ our King 
and Ruler, and takes place between the 
resurrection of the saints and the resur- 
rection of the wicked. 

14. Eternal Life for the Righteous: 
Matt. 25:46; Luke 18: 29-30; John 10: 28; 
Romans 6:22; 1 John 5: 11-13; Matt. 25:- 
34-46. 

15. The White Throne Judgement: At 
the end of the Millineum or the one 
thousand years eee the ungod- 
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ly and sinner will be called into judge- 
ment (Rev. 20:7, 10; 2 Thes. 1: 7-9; Rev. 
20: 13-15). This is the resurrection of 
| the wicked dead only, the second death. | 
| 16. Eternal Punishment For the Wick- | 
| ed: Concerning the punishment for the 
wicked we read the following Scriptures 
and let the Word of God decide the 
question. On one thing we can be assur- 
ed, that God will do right and give jus- 
tice to every one, Matt. 25: 41-46; Mark | 
Rev. 20: 10-15; 21: 18-49. 
The foregoing Scriptures teach that 
the lake of fire is just as eternal as hea- 
fi ven. The wicked shall be cast into the 
lake of fire where the beast and false 
prophet are. Read the above Scriptures 
and flee the wrath to come on all them 
that know not God and who obey not His 
commandments. 

17. Total Abstinence pias All Liquors 
and Strong Drinks: hristian people 
should be “temperate in all things” law- | 
ful; they should abstain from the use of | 
intoxicants, tobacco and kindred carnal | 
habits; they should not seek popularity, | 
worldly power, nor offices, nor desire | 
any of the follies of this world; “Where- | 
fore come ye out from among them, and § 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch | 
. not the unclean thing; and I will recieve |) 
7 you.” 2 Cor. 6:17; Ne. 18:4; 1 Cor. 9:25; | 


Gal. 5:5; 1 Thes. 5:22; Judges 13: 4; 
Hiab. 2:15: Prov. 23: 29-32. 

18. Against All Uncleanness and Filth- 
iness of the Flesh: God’s people should 
be pure, holy, devout, reverent, with 
*Chaste Conversation coupled with fear” 
not yielding to the lust of the flesh; 
therefore vulgar conversation, secret 
vice, and other improper and sinful con- 
duct which give rise to social evils are 
entirely outside of the realms of Chris- 
tian living (1 Peter 1:15; 2:12; 3:1; 2 
Peter 3: 11-14; 2 Cor. 7:1; Gal. 5: 19-25; 
1 John 3:3; Heb. 12:14; 1 Cor. 10:21; 2 
Cor. 6: 17-18; 1 Thes. 4:7). We, The 
(Original) Church of God are against 
and Forbid the use of tobacco in any 
form either by ministers or laymen, and 
No One should be taken into the church 
until they have cleansed themselves 
from this and other sinful habits! 

19 Against Members Going to War: 
The Letter and the Spirit of the Gospel 
are emphatically against strife, conten- 
tion, and carnal warfare, and therefore, 
no Christian should have part in carnal 
strife, whether among individuals, in 
suits of law, or in conflicts among na- 
tions. The nonresistant doctrine was 
taught and exemplified by Christ and 
the apostles and adhered to by true 
Christians until the present time. Matt. 
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5: 38-45; 26:52; John 18:36; 1 Cor. 6: 1-8 
Romans 12: 17-21; 2 Cor. 10:4; Luke 22: 
49-52; 3: 10-14. 

We believe it to be wrong for Chris- 
tians to take up arms and go to war, as 
Jesus said: “Thou shalt not kill;” there- 
fore, we would rather our members not 
dngagei in war. 

. Sabbath: The Sabbath (cessation) 
appears in the Scriptures as a day of 
God’s rest in the finishing work of crea- 
tion (Genesis 2: 2, 3). For the next 2500 
years of human life, there is absolutely 
no mention made of it in the Scripture. 
At Sinai the Sabbath was revealed (see 
Neh. 9: 13, 14). This important passage 
fixes beyond all cavil the time when the 
Sabbath, God’s rest (Gen. 2: 1-3) was 
given to man. The seventh day Sabbath 
was never made a day of sacrificial 
worship, or any manner of religious ser- 
vice: it was simply and only a day of 
complete rest for man and _ beast — a 
humane provision for man’s needs, 
In Christ’s words, “The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sab- 
bath” (Mark 2:27). Christ, Himself, was 
held to be a Sabbath-breaker by the re- 
ligious authorities of that day. 

The Christians’ first day perpetuates 
in the dispensation of Grace the princi- 
ples that one-seventh of the time is es- 
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pecially sacred, but in’ all other respects 


is in contrast with the Sabbath: one 


the seventh day, the other the first. The 
Sabbath commemorates God’s Creation 
Rest; the First Day, Christ’s Resurrec- 
tion from the dead. On the seventh day 
God rested: on the first day Christ was 
busy all day. Jesus appeared to His alis- 
ciples eight times that day. The Sabbath 
was a day of legal obligation, the first 
day one of voluntary worship service. 

21. Against Members Swearing: Matt. 
5:34; James 5:12. : 

22. Marriage and Divorce: Marriage 
was divinely instituted for the propaga- 
tion, purity and happiness of the human 
race; it receives divine sanction between 
one man and one woman; the bond is 
dissoluable only by death or fornication, 
and there should be no marriage be- 
tween a believer and an unbeliever, nor 
between members of The Church of God 
and other denominations (1 Cor. 7:39). 


She is at liberty to be married to whom 


she will: only in the Lord” (Gen. 2:18; 
Mark 10: 2-12; Rom. 7:2; Matt. 5:32; 19: 
3-12). 

We, The (Original) Church of God, 
accept as a Bible reason only one cause 
for divorce and remarriage as given in 
Matthew 5:32: but this is solely to God’s 
children, having no reference to sinners 
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or unbelievers. We do not go back of 


‘one’s conversion, nor hold anything a- 


gainst them, inasmuch as the Word says 
‘Old things have passed away, and, be- 
hold, all things are become new.” Isaiah 
43:18; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 21:5. We accept 
both men and women where God ac- 
cepts them, and hold them responsible 
from that time forward, as does God’s 
Holy Word, and not from that time 
backward. God’s law dees not govern 
sinners. Jesus told the Samaritan wom- 
an (John 4: 10, 14, 39) that she had had 
five husbands, and she admitted it, and 
the man she was now living with was 
not her husband. Jesus offered her sal- 
vation: told her she could have it by 
asking, as all the past was done in sin. 
A Hint to the Wise is Sufficient! 

Deacons and Bishops are not to have 
more than one living wife under any 
circumstances: See Bishop's qualifica- 
tions in this Manual (Page 48). 

23. The Tribulation: Jesus prophesied 
a great tribulation, such as was not 
since the rag sg of the world (Matt. 
24: 21, 29; Rev. 9th and 16th chapters). 


This will come under the ten-toe govern- 
ment of Daniel just ahead. 

24. Christ's Millinnial Reign: One 
thousand years of a literal reign of Je- 
sus on earth. It will be ushered in by the 
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coming of Jesus back to earth with ten 
thousands of His saints (Jude 14, 15; 2 
Thes. 1: 5-10). During this time the devil 
will be bound (Rev. 20: 2, 3). This will 
be a reign of peace and blessing. Read 
_ the prop fe which shows ty ualit 

of the kingdom during this time (Isaia 
11: 6-9; 6S. 29; Hosea 2:18; Isaiah 2: 2-4; 
Micah 4:3), 

25. Doom of the Unbelieving Dead: 
The last judgement of the Great White 
Throne. God will judge the quick and 
dead according to their works (Rev. 20: 
11-15; Acts 10:42; Daniel 12:2.) 

26. A New Heaven and a New Earth: 
The Word teaches that this earth, which 
has been polluted by sin, shall pass a- 
way, or be regenerated, cleansed, puri- 
fied and made holy, after the Great 
White Throne Judgement, and God will 
make a new heaven and a new earth in 
which dwelleth righteousness. This wil | 
be a glorious scene. The heaven and the 
earth like as they were before there was 
any sin (Matt. 24: 35; 2 Peter 3: 12-13; 
21 :3.) 

27. Against Members Wearing .Gold 
for Decoration: Such as finger rings, ear 
rings, bracelets, lockets, etc. (1 Peter 3:3; 
1 John 2: 15-16). 

28. Christians to be Clothed in Modest 


| Apparrel: Christian people should be 
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clothed in modest apparrel: the wearing 
of jewelry, costly array, fashionable at- . 
tire, gaudy dress, and bodily ornamenta- 
tion should be strictly avoided by all be- 
lievers; “Be not conformed to this 
world; but be ye transformed, by the re- 
newing of your mind” (‘Romans 12.1, 2; 
Isaiah 3: 16-24; 1 Tim. 2: 9,10; 1 Peter 
3: 3-5; 1 John 2: 15-17). | 

Under no consideration should Chris- 
tian women be guilty of putting on men’s 
apparrel, or dressing like men, as this is 
strictly forbidden in God's Word, and it 
is unthinkable that a Christian woman 
would put on shorts, etc. Man is not to 
put on a woman’s garment under any 
circumstance (Deut. 22: 5): “The woman 
shall not wear that which pertaineth un- 
to a man (pants, shorts, shirts, etc.), nei- 
ther shall a man put on a woman's gar- 
ment: for all that do so ARE ABOMI- 
NATION unto the Lord thy God.” 

29. Pride Goeth Before Destruction: 
We believe that pride is an abomination 
in the sight of God; that humility and 
contrition characterize God’s people in 
whom is not found an haughty, over- 
bearing spirit . “For whosoever exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he _ that 
humbleth himself shall be _ exalted.” 
(Luke 14:11; Prov. 6:16, 17;) “Pride go- 
eth before wae, (1 John 2: 15-17; 
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Prov. 16:18; James 4:6). 

30. Complete Separation of Church 
and State: We believe that there should 
be a complete separation of Church and 
State; that though “Strangers and Pil- 
griins on the earth”, we should be sub- 


ject unto the higher powers. “Submit 


vourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake.” Nevertheless we 
owe our first allegiance to God. John 18: 
36; Acts 5:29; Rom. 13: 1-5; Heb. 11:13. 


CHAPTER FIVE 
GOVERNMENT 


God has made provision for the organ- 
ization, government, and _ perpetuation 
of His visible church; He has given her 
authority, through the Holy Ghost, to in- 
terpret Scripture, choose needed offi- 
cials, discipline members, and establish 
institutions to accomplish the work com- 
mitted unto her; every member should 
loyally support the church by a willing 
obedience and ready service; the chure 
must be kept from ultimate decay by 
severing stubborn, offensive members 
and teachers of heretical doctrine (Eph. 
4: 11-16; 1 Peter 5: 1-4; Titus 1:5; Matt. 
18: 8,9; 15-18; Heb. 13-17; Rom. 16:17,18; 
1 Cor. 5: 11-13; 2 Thes 3: 16-16; Mark 
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16:19; John 7:24; Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 3:9). 
The church, after separating willful, 
persistent transgressors from the body, 
shall avoid such to prevent further de- 
filement in the church, until the excom- 
municated have repented and have been 
re-accepted into fellowship (Matt. 18: 
perm: Cor. 5: 9-13; 2 Thes. 3:14; 2 John 

We believe that the material govern- 
of The Church of God is in the hands of 
the Elders and Bishops, and that they 
shall rule the churches with love, and at 
all times manifesting the spirit of Christ. 
The Bishops or Elders, as were the Eld- 
ers and Apostles at Jerusalem are_ the 
Spiritual Leaders of God’s Church, and 
therefore, believe that all the younger 
ministers should submit themselves 
readily and willingly to the Elders. The 
Presbytery Board of The (Original) 
Church of God is to see to the appointing 
of all officials of the church, and also to 
handle all business of the church, con- 
sidering one another and preferring one 
another in love. 

2. Local Churches Calling Pastors. The 
pastors of all local churches shall be ap- 
pointed by General Presbytery Board. 
‘The local church can, if desired, make 
known their preference prior to the An- 
nual General Convention, in writing, 


(30) 


i 
. 
4 
? 
4 
f 
F 
« t 
> ta 
‘ 
3 
fr 
> 
| 
4 
is 


their first and second choice. The board 
will take into consideration the choice 
of the local church, and, if possible, give — 
them their choice. However, the Board 
shall have the final say in this matter. 


The pastor is the highest office in the 
local church, and he should be respect- 
ed as such, so long as he lives up to the 
requirements of the Presbytery Board, 
and Convention. In case some _ trouble 
might arise that could not be handled 
locally, then the pastor or deacons can 
call in the State Supt., or a member ol 
the Presbytery Board, or both, if need be 
a second member could be called. 


3 Deeds for Church Property: We 
have a regular form of deed which we 
recommend to all of our pastors and lo- 
cal churches as a sure way to preserve 
your church property from those who 
would come in and steal it away from 
the members who built it. This deed will 
hold the local church property for the 
use of the local church and you will do 
well to put your property on this deed, 
if you want to preserve it for the use of 
your children. Your church property 
will then come under the protection of 
our Charter and Patent. Please see to 
this, when planning to build a new 
church any where: it will pay! 
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4. Duties of State Superintendents: 

The duties of the State Superintend- 
ents shall be to see that all ministers un- 
der his supervision live up to the requir- 
ments of the Convention on all lines, as 
“the husbandman that laboreth, must 
first be partakers of the fruit” (2 Tim- 
othy 2:6). He is to build up new’ work, 
and to assist the churches in every way 
possible, when called upon by the local 
church or pastor to do so. His term of 
office shall be for two years, unless ter- 
minated by the Presbytery Board. 


). Support of State Superintendents: 
State Superintendents who are giving 
all of their time to the work of the State, 
should have at least 10% of the ministers 
tithes going into State Treasure. Out of 


the 20% sent to the State Fund, the State 


Supt., should be allowed to use at least 
10% of it for his expenses in the work, 
and more if necessary. If you love your 
State Supt. and think they are needful, 
you will not object to any part of this 
eing done to help bear his expense. 


6. Ministers Examination Blank: 

Each minister is required to  satisfac- 
torily answer ALL of the questions, and 
to endorse each of them separately, sign 
his name in his own handwriting, before 


(32) 


7! 
‘ 
| 
| 
; 
> 


any credentials are given him. The Cre- 
dentials are to be signed by the Chair- 
man of General Presbytery Board, and 
the Minister doing the licenseing or or- 
daining. But, under no _ circumstances 
shall credentials be sent from any place 
other than headquarters, as we will not 
recognize credentials given in any other 
way than the above, and signed by the 
proper 

All Ministers Identification Cards will 
be the Chairman Presbytery 
Board and State Superintendent. 

All Ministers are to start as an Ex- 
horter, then after six months, he may be 
licensed as an Evangelist: then after one 
year he may, if his qualifications war- 
rant it, be ordained to the office of a 
Minister. The qualifications of Bishops 
shall be those given in 1 Timothy, third 
chapter, and Titus 1: 5.12. | pete 

Our Minutes state that no man may be 
ordained to the office of Bishop who 
does not have the equivalent of our 
Graduate of Theology degree, as He 
Must not be a novice. 


Order the Ministry: 


The order of the Ministry shall be: Ex- 
horter, Evangelist (Minister), Deacons, 
Bishops and Teachers, as set forth in the 
New Testament. 
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8. Members Who Walk Disorderly: 

Each offending member shall be dealt 
with according to Matt. 18: 15-18; 2 
Thes. 3:6, by the local church with which 
he or she is affiliated, or associated, and 
only after every effort has been put 
forth to redeem him, shall he be_ with- 
drawn from, having been given the ad- 
vantage of all doubts. 

9. Revoking of Minister's Credentials: 

This will be exclusively in the hands 
of the General Presbytery Board, with 
Chairman, or someone authorized from 
the General Office. | am sure that the 
Elders know how to cope with these 
things as they come up. 

All Ministers are subject to the Gener- 
al Presbytery Board, and in no case are 
they subject to the local church, as their 
office is beyond that of a local church 
official. A minister must be dealt with 
by the Presbytery Board first, then, af- 
ter his credentials have been revoked, 
he can be turned over to the local church 
of which he is a member to be handled 
by them. 


ORDINANCES 


The following are the ordinances of 
The (Original) Church of God 


God instituted the Christian ordinan- 
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ces and to this Jesus’ final positive com- 
mand to the apostles was, “Teaching 
them to observe ALL things whatsoever - 
I have commanded you,” which applies 
to every member of His Church. Matt. 
28:19, 20; John 13:17; 1 Cor. 11:2; 2 
Thes. 2: 15. 
1. Water Baptism by Immersion: 
| Jesus went down into the water, and 
came up out of the water, giving us an 
' example that we should follow in His 
' steps (Matt. 3:16; Acts 8: 38-39): We ac- 
cept no other mode of baptism than the 
complete burial in water. 
2. Ceremonial Rite for Baptism: 

Shall be the words of Jesus to His 
chosen ministers in Matt. 28: 19, 20: “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
lizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe ALL things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
lo, lam with you ALWAY, even unto the 
end of the world, Amen.” pnt 

Notice this was after the resurrection 

_of Jesus Christ, and He was in His glori- 
fied body, just before He ascended to 
His father, and taken His seat at the 
right hand of God. And, as God the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Ghost, the Spirit of the Father, are 


| 
t 
| 


all three recognized as equal in the cere- 
mony for baptism. This is the only legal 
authoritative ceremony to be used when 
baptizing there is in the entire Bible; for 
after Jesus had. told how to baptize and 
the exact words to use when baptizing, 
He ascended up and a_ cloud received 
Him out of their sight; and there has 
been no authority given to any man _ to 
change this command, nor will there 
ever be, any such authority! 

We, The (Original) Church of God ac- 
cept no other ceremony than the one a- 
bove, and we will continue to baptize in 
this way until Jesus returns for His 
Church. This is His command, and we 
will be safe if we obey Him. 


.3.The Lord’s Supper: 

Jesus Christ instituted the communion 
as a memorial of His suffering and 
death, and it should be observed as such 
by all believers to proclaim forth His 
death as oft as they observe it. Only such 
who are of like faith and are at peace 
with God and man_ should participate. 
Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Cor. 10: 16, 17; 11: 23- 
24; Matt. 26: 26-39; Mark 14: 22-25. 


There is nothing said in the Word of: 


God of any definite time we should take 


it, but it does say, “As,oft as ye do this, | | 


ye do shew forth the Lord’s death until 
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He comes.” It should be observed as 
many as three or four times a year. 


2. Washing of the Saints Feet: 

This should immediately follow the 
Lord’s Supper, taking Jesus’ own words 
and example in John 13: 13-17. This was 
kept up as you can see from reading 1 
Timothy 5: 9-10: this was_ thirty-two 
years later. 


6. Tithing, or Lord’s Money: 

We stand for the ordinance of tithing, 
as on all other Bible questions and doc- 
trine. Tithing is God’s order for support- 
ing His ministers and always has been, 
even before there was any written law 
(Genesis 14: 20; 28:20). The law of love 
for God’s ministers and the great work 
laid upon them by God Himself, is what 
constrains His true-hearted children — to 
pay tithes. Tithes are not ours, and if we 
keep them, we are keeping God’s money, 
thereby hindering the gospel from going 
into new fields, also hindering the work 
of the local church, and the spiritual 
progress of each member. Tithes should 
be paid by every member into the local 
church treasure, and should be used for 
the ministry. The pastor’s needs are to 


be supplied first. Deacons are, by virtue ~ 


of their office, the tithe treasurer, and 
(37) 


they should keep a strict record of all 
tithes coming into their hands, and of 
the distribution as well. Each church 
should install a tithe box, and get tithes 
envelopes printed for the benefit of each 
member. The church treasury is God’s 
Storehouse. Matt. 23:23; Luke 11:42; 18: 
12; 1 Cor. 9: 7-12; Heb. 7:5-10; 1 Cor. 9:- 
5; 7:14. 

Tithes Must Not be Used for Any Oth- 
er Purpose than for the Ministry, as they 
are “Holy Unto The Lord.” 

7. Tithes of the Ministry: 

When a man becomes a Minister, he is 
then lifted above the laymen in the lo- 
cal Church, and his tithes go into anoth- 
er treasure (See Heb. 7:5). This treasure 
is at the general office. His tithes do not 
go into the local treasure, but must be 
paid into the general treasure: they are 
to be used for the work of furthering the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; they are NOT to 
be used to build church buildings: free 
will offerings are for this purpose. God 
help us to get our eyes open, and quit 
robbing God: some people rob God, and 
still claim to be Christians. God would 
not, under any circumstance, claim a 
robber as His child. Think this over, as 
this will certainly keep you, not only out 
of the Bride of Christ, but out of heaven 


(38) 


fi 
i 
t 
i 


as well. Read Malachi 3rd chapter. This 
is not under the law dispensation, but ts 
under the grace dispensation. Each Min- 
ister shall send not less than 80% of his 
tithes to General Tithe Treasure! 


8. Free Will Offerings: 

Can be taken as often as each local 
church deems necessary, to promote the 
further advancement of the gospel, and 
for the benefit of lost souls, widows and 
orphans, or any other purpose. The free 
will offering treasurer is appointed by 
the local church, and can be _ replaced 
by the local church at their discretion. 
We can also rob God in offerings. See 
Malachi 3:8. Free will offerings are und- 
er the jurisdiction of the local church. 


HOW TO ADMINISTER THE 
LORD’S SUPPER 


Use any of the following Scriptures 
you desire: 

Matt. 26: 26-39; Mark 14: 22-25; Luke 
22: 19-20; 1 Cor. 11: 23-34; John.6: 52-58. 

After the discourse is finished, let all 
bow their heads in silent prayer one for 
another, tarrying one for another, as the 
Word says “Let him examine himself, 
nah so let him eat,” or words to that ef- 
ect. 
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After this is done, let all who are par- 
taking of the Lord’s Supper move up to 
the front seats of the church, the women 
on one side, and the men on the other, 
and let them “All Together” partake of 
the Supper; not one or two at a time, as 
this is unscriptural, as we know all the 
disciples were sitting at the table when 
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. 

Let the ministers and deacons gather 
around the table, after which the pastor, 
or the one administering the Supper 
will ask someone, minister or deacon, to 
bless the bread; then they will proceed 
to break the bread, and the deacons will 
serve to all. 

In like manner, the grape juice, not 
wine, should be blessed and passed to all 

This is the proper way to administer 
the Lord’s Supper, and should be carried 
out in every church likewise. 


A Word To ALL: 


Do not use the vessels, wash pans, 
glasses, pitchers, etc., for anything but 
the Lord’s Supper and Feet Washing. 
These vessels are—or should be — dedi- 
cated to the Lord, and are not to be used 
or moved from God’s House under any 
circumstance, except to wash and return 
to the House of God. These vessels are 
sacréd. Remember, king Belshazzar, who | 
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used the vessels from the House of God 
you know what happened to him: if you 
' don’t, then read Daniel Sth chapter. 
Following the Lord’s Supper, carry out 
the Feet Washing, according to St. John 
13th chapter. We should never take the 
Lord’s Supper and leave off the washing 
of the saint's feet. (See article 5, P. 37). 


CHAPTER SEVEN 
RECEIVING CHURCH MEMBERS 


Persons desiring membership in The 
(Original) Church of God shall be_re- 
- ceived in public service by the pastor. In 
case of sickness and those desiring to 
unite with the church, cannot attend, 
then, the pastor and others can accept 
them into fellowship at their ‘home, if 
’ desired. This, too, is under the jurisdic- 
tion of the local church and pastor. 

The Church of God is a divine institu- 
lion, inaugerated by God Himself, for 
the promotion of Christianity, and is to 
continue in this world until the Church 
is caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 
_ Therefore, those desiring to become 
- members, if they accept the whole Bible, 
_ rightly divided, and willing to govern 
: and be governed by what is_ written 
therein. The minister receiving can ask 
the following 
| (41) 
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1. Do you know your sims are under 
the blood and forgiven? (1 John 1:9). 

2. Have you the witness of the divine 
Spirit of God within that you are a child 
of God just now? (Romans 8:16). 

3d. Have you the peace of God now 
abiding in your heart? (Romans 5;1). 

4. Have you dominion over all sin 
without and within? (Romans 6:14). 

o. Are you Sanctified by the blood of 
Christ? (Heb. 13: 12). 

6. Are you filled with the Holy Ghost? 
(Luke 11 “13: John 14:16; 15 26: 16:13; 
Acts 2:4; 10 19:6). 

7. Are you free from all sinful habits, 
such as using tobacco, etc.? 

8. Do you believe in divine healing as 
taught in the Word? (Isaiah 35: : 
Matt. 8:17; Mark 16:18; James 5: 14-16) 
Acts 1: 9-11; John 14:3; Isaiah 53:4). 

9. Do you beileve in the imminent per- 
sonal pre-millineal second coming of 
Christ? (1 Thes. 4: 15-18; 2 Peter 3: 1-4: 

10. Will you faithfully and loyally o- 
bey, and witness to these experiences? 
(Isa. 43:10; Luke 24 :28; Acts 2:32). 


CHAPTER EIGHT 
OUTLINE FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS 


This is only a suggestion for your con- 
venience. 
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The Moderator (Pastor), clerk and the 
treasurer should occupy seats on the 
platform: ministers and other officers 
near by. The pastor of the church by 
virtue of his office, is the moderator. 
The meeting should be opened with sing- 
ing followed by the reading of a_ suit- 
able portion of Scripture and prayer for 
guidance of the Holy Ghost throughout 
the entire service. The Clerk then reads 
the Minutes of the previous meeting. The 
Moderator then asks if there are any a- 
mendments or corrections to be made, 
that the record may show exactly what 
has been done: there being none, the 
Minute stands approved as read. 

The Treasurer gives his or her report 
of finances: they should always give an 
itemized statement, if possible, of re- 
ceipts and disbursements, and the bal- 
ance in the treasure, when called upon 
by the Church to do so. 

Reception of transferred members. 

Members to transfer, if any. 

Unfinished business left over, if any. 

New Business. 

Miscellanneous business. 

Adjournment by prayer. 

In these meetings matters should be 
discussed with love, humility and meek- 


| ness, considering ourselves, lest we also 
be tempted. If there should be a division 
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on a matter, hold it over and wait on the 
direction of the Lord. Always dispose of 
every subject in harmony and love, as 
becometh holiness. In case of a matter 
the local church cannot handle, or settle 
satisfactorily, they can call for the as- 
sistance of two or more of the Presby- 
tery, or State Supt., and they shall have 
power to act in accordance with 
the summary herein laid down. 


CHAPTER NINE 
PASTORS OF LOCAL CHURCHES 


The term “Shepherd” was first ap- 
plied to ministers having the oversight 
of churches, because there is a_ striking 
analogy between a shepherd and such a 
minister. A shepherd has under his 
charge a flock for which he must care 
: and of whom he is responsible. He is 
| given the oversight of the church by the 
Holy Ghost (Not by public elections) and, , 
must feed the flock of God, that they) , 
may “grow in grace and in the know- , 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” 
The word “Pastor” comes from the 
: Greek word “Poiman,” meaning a 
| herdsman, a shepherd, one who feeds the 
flock of God: the outstanding model of 
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all pastors is Christ, Himself. It was 
| pro hesied in Isaiah 40:11 that “He shall 

eed His flock like a shepherd. He shall 
gather the lambs with His arm, and car- 
ry them in His bosom, and shall gently 
lead those that are with young.” 

The work of the pastor is that of gath- 
ering God’s “lambs,” won by the Evan- 
perm effort, carrying them in “his 

osom,” making their cares and troubles 
his, helping them to throw off trouble 
and despondency. A tender, compassion- 
ate love is constantly needed by a_ truce. 
shepherd, to go after faltering lambs and 
ather them to the one G Shepherd, 
hrist. 

In Acts 20:28, the command is_ given 
to “take heed therefore unto yourselves 
(first), and to all the flock over the 
which the Holy Ghost (through God’s 
_ Elders) hath made you overseers, to feed 

The Church of God.” Part of a Pastor’s 
work is to protect himself from being 
ruined by Satan. He, who does not order 
his own life, will not be obeyed when he 
orders others. True shepherds are made 
by the Holy Ghost, and are equally led 
into that field of labour, for the purpose 
of “feeding The Church of God.” 

The necessity for pastors is explained 
in the following Scriptures: 

1. To protect ee those who, for 
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selfish interests, would divide the flock, | 
from gaining leadership within the — 


Church. 


2. To protect from invading « wolves, 
trying to lead astray those who have ac- 
cepted Christ. 


3. To silence “perverse” teachings. See 
Romans 16:17; 1 Cor. 1:10; 3:3; 11:18. 
While the above instructions are given, 
or addressed to the Elders, it is equally 
significant that they themselves consti- 
tuted part of the pastors of the earl 
church. See 1 Peter 5:2; 1 Tim. 5:17; 
Hebrews 13:7. 


4. No business meeting of the church 
is to be conducted, except by consent of, 
and under the jurisdiction of pastor, or 


- someone appointed by him. 


5. The terms of office of pastors shall 
be for two years, unless otherwise termi- 
nated by General Presbytery Board. 


6. No Minister can remain as pastor of 
any local church, unless he reports eac 
month and sends tilhes to General Tithe 
Treasure at General Office. If he fails to 
Report for a period of sixty (60) days, he 
can and will be removed as pastor, un- 
less a satisfactory restitution iff made. 
THIS MEANS ANY PASTOR! 
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CHAPTER TEN 3 
QUALIFICATIONS OF MINISTERS 


EVANGELISTS 


All ministers are required to present 
» themselves to the General Presbytery 

Board in person, or by letter at the An- 
| nual General Convention for the renew- 
ing of their Identification Card. The re- 
porting by letter to be accepted only in 
case of inability to be present. If the 
minister fails to be present or report b 
letter, his Ordination Certificate shall 
become delinquent. 

The name comes from the Greek word 
“Evangeliastes” meaning an announcer 
of good tidings; a preacher of the gos- 
pe. The Evangelist is one of the five 
ranks of ministry mentioned in Eph. 4:- 
11, as constituting one of the permanent 
offices of the church. 

' . The Evangelists work is on the outside 
of the church; he must always seek to 
win souls for Christ. Many Evangelists 
have made serious mistakes by trying to 
pastor churches. Some men _ who are 
' great Evangelists are poor pastors: the 
> secret lies in the fact that they are out of 
| their calling. An Evangelist must apply 
' his messages to the lost and not to the 
Church! 
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QUALIFICATION FOR BISHOPS 
ELDERS 


1. He must be the husband of. ONE 
Wife (Not One wife at a time, as some 
teach): he can only have one living wile; 
if he has been married before, his first 
wife must be dead. (This same applies 
to Deacons). | 

2. He must be “blameless”; of irre- 
proachable character. 

3. He must be “vigilant”; watchful 
and circumspect in his deportment and 
office. 

4. He must be “sober”; sober-minded, 
properly regulating his appetites and 
passions, 

9. “Of good behaviour”; orderly and 
decorous in all his deportment. 

6. “Not given to wine”; He must not 
drink it under any circumstance. 

7. “Apt to teach”; Able to teach the en- 
tire plan of salvation, or any part of the 
Word of God. 

8. “No Striker’; Must always be ready 
to speak and not refuse. 

9. “Not greedy of filthy lucre”; that is, 
of gain obtained by base arts and em- 
ployments. 

10. “He must be patient”; Not too 
quick to speak, or jump to conclusions. 
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11. “Not.a brawler’; one who creates 
a disturbance; a noisy, quarrelsome 
person, 

12. “Not Covetous”; Not desiring — the 
» office or position of another. 
| 13. “One that ruleth well his own 
house”; Having his children under  sub- 


> jection with all gravity. 


a novice”; one recently con- 
*® verted, who has but little knowledge of 
| Christian doctrines and duties, and has 
> not yet become fully established in the 
faith. He should be at least 30 years old. 

15. “Moreover he must have a good re- 
port of them which are without; lest he 
fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil.” 

16. It is proper that a Bishop as a min- 
ister of the gospel be married: and if 
married, he should with discretion and 
fidelity discharge the various duties of 
the head of a family; especially should 
he set an example of good family gov- 
ernment, and train up his children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

17. As the work of a bishop is sacred 
and momentous it should be undertaken 
» only by those who, by a course of good 
+ conduct, have formed the character and 
= secured the reputation, in the church, 
» and in the world, of being a good man, 
free from the of vice, mean- 
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ness, sensual indulgence, or love of mon- 
ey; men who have knowledge, and are 
able to teach; who are patterns of what 
is upright and honorable, lovely, and of 
good report. The work of Bishops and 
and deacons is such, that their conduct 
and success in it depend much on the 
character and conduct of their wives. 
These should be pious, prudent, and dis- 
creet, especially in the use of the tongue; 
and say nothing which is suited to do 
evil to themselves or others. They should - 
also be one in judgement and effort with 
their husbands in governing their child- 
ren, and examples of wisdom and ener- 
gy, patience and kindness, in all their 
concerns. 


NOW REGARDING ALL MINISTERS 


All ministers are to be an example to 
all the flock, and must “first be partak- 
ers of their own fruit.” rae can a man 
preach to his members pay tithes. 
when he, himself, does Me pe tithes? 
If paying tithes is good for iz laymen, 
it is better for the ministry. The _ Bible 
says, “Ther y that received tithes, paid 
lithes.” So you are Not to receive tithes, 
if you do not pay tithes! 

All of our ministers from the least to 
the greatest are required to report once 
each month and send their tithes to the 


(50) 


< 
t 
te 
Lp 
ii 
it 
t 
= 
+ 
£ 
4 


General Tithe Treasure at the General 
Office: you will have to do this in order 
to remain a minister in The Sede oo 
Church of God. And, remember, Minis- 
ters who do not pay tithes, have no right 
whalsoever to accept tithes. 
SPECIAL NOTICE TO PASTORS: 

In order for a Minister to remain as 
Pastor of a church, he must report once 
each month, regularly, and pay his tithes 


or he will be removed as pastor. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 
HOW TO DEDICATE A CHURCH 
BUILDING 


1. Be sure the church building is paid 
for, and free of debt, as we would not 
want to dedicate an house to the Lord 
with a large debt against it. 

2. Use an appropriate Scripture (My 

suggestion would be the 7th chapter of 
Second Chronicles). 
3. After the sermon, or dedicatory 
message is finished, call upon each one 
to stand while the dedicatory prayer is 
being offered. 

4. After this, it is appropriate to ask 
the Lord to make known whether He has 
accepted the House, which was dedicat- 
ed to Him. 
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5. The service can be concluded’ with 
another prayer, if desired, or even an 
altar call can be given, if the Spirit di- 


rects. 
CHAPTER TWELVE 
MARRIAGE CEREMONY 


“Dearly beloved, we have gathered to- 
gether here in the sight of Almighty 
God, and in the presence of these wit- 
nesses, to join these two together in the 
Holy Bonds of Matrimony. Marriage is 
an institution of divine appointment, 
given in wisdom and in kindness | to in- 
crease human happiness and order, sig- 
nifying unto us the mystical union that 
exists between Christ and His Church, 
which holy estate Christ adorned and 
beautified with His presence and _ the 
first miracle He wrought in Cana of 
Galilee, and is commended by St. Paul 
to be honorable among all men.” 

In speaking to the persons that are to 
be married, the minister shall say: 

““T require and charge you both that if 
either of you know of any impediment 
why you may not be lawfully or Scrip- 
turally joined together in matrimony, 
you do now confess it, for be ye well as- 
sured that so many as are united to- 
gether otherwise than God’s Word doth 
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allow, are not joined together by 

» neither is their matrimony lawful in His 
| sight. (This is very important: be very 
sure that this paragraph is really under- 
| stood by both parties). 


If no impediments shall be alleged, 
the minister shall say unto the man: 


this woman whom thou holdest by the 
right hand to be thy lawful and wedded 
wife, to live together after God’s ordi- 
nance in the holy state of matrimony; 
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor 
and keep her, in sickness and in health, 
as well as in poverty and wealth, and 
forsaking all others, keep thee only un- 
to her so long as you both shall live”? 
Answer: “I will, God being my helper.” 


He shall say to the woman likewise. 


This being completed, the minister 
shall say: “I pronounce you husband 
and wife in the name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : “Those 
whom God hath joined ‘together, Let No 


> Man Put asunder ”. Then the minister 
» shall ask those present to bow while he 
» offers a prayer, invoking God’s blessing 
*% on them through life. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
FORM FOR BURIAL SERVICE 


_At the house or in the church, or the 
Funeral Home, the following Scriptures 
may be read, or any other appropriate 
Scripture: Job 14:12; 1 Sam. 2:3; Psalms 
39:4; 1 Thes. 4: 13-15. Afterward a short 
prayer may be offered, a suitable hymn 
sung, an appropriate talk made, and an- 
other song while the friends take the last 
look at the friend or loved one before de- 
parting for the cemetery. 

After the Casket has been lowered at 
the graveside, the minister shall read: 
_ “For as much as it has pleased God in 
whose power are life and death, to re- 
move from time to eternity the soul of 
the departed, we commit his (or her) 
body to the ground, earth to earth, ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust; but we look for 
the general resurrection at the last day, 
and for a blessed immortality in the 
world to come through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who will appear in majesty and in 
power, to judge the quick and the dead; 
and the corruptible bodies of those who 
are asleep in Him shall be awakened 
and fashioned like unto His own glori- 
ous body, according to the mighty work- 
ing whereby He is able to subdue all 
things unto Himself.” 
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SELECTION OF SCRIPTURES AP- 
PROPRIATE FOR FUNERAL 
OCCASIONS 


Numbering our days: Psa. 39: 4-14; 
All flesh is as grass: Isa, 40: 6-10; The 
House of mourning: Eccl. 7: 1-4; Sorrow- 
ing for a child: 2 Sam. 12: 15-23; Jesus 
Blessing Little Children: Jer. 31: 15-17; 
Child likeness: Matt. 18: 1-6; Jarius’ 
daughter restored to life: Mark. 5: 22-24 
35-43; The Widow’s son raised from the 
dead; Luke 7: 11-16. The Fatherhood of 
God : Psalms 103: 1-22; The Lord’s mer- 
cies; Lam. 3: 22-23; Strength from God: 
Isa. 40: 25-31. The Father’s House of 
Mansions: John 14: 1-6; The shortness of 
time and how to use this world; 1 Cor. 
7: 29-31; Consolation with regard to 
those who die in the Lord: 1 Thes. 5: 1- 
11; Certainty of the resurrection: 1 Cor. 
15: 20-28. 


The resurrection of the body, 1 Cor. 
15: 35-49. At home with the Lord, 2 Cor. 
39: 1-10. Admonition to Faithfulness, 
Luke 12; 35-48. Youth or Age, Eccl. 12: 
1-8. Resignation in bereavement, Job 
1: 20-22. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


FORMS OF CREDENTIALS 


The following are the different forms 
of Credentials issued by The (Original) 
Church of God, Inc.: 


BISHOP ELDER 


This is to Certify That: ......:..... 
has been duly set forth and ordained 
BISHOP by The (Original) Church of 
God, headquarters, Chattanooga, Tenn: 
subject to the General Presbytery Board 
and is hereby authorized to do ALL the 
work that may devolve on him as a min- 
ister of the Gospel: to publish, preach, 
and defend the Goep el of Jesus Christ; 
to baptize; to adnaihiater the Lord’s sup- 
per and the Washing of the Saints Feet; 
to establish (set in order) Churches; to 
solemnize the rites of matrimony in legal 


marriage, and to assist in ordaining 
Elders. 


This done in Church Conference held 


Chrm. Betieral Presbytery Board, and 


the State Supt. or Bishop assisting in the 
the ordination. 
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DEACONS 


This .is to Certify: ss 
Shas been duly set forth and ordained 
SDEACON by The (Original) Church of 
God, Headquarters, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Ssubject to the General Presbytery Board 
Sand is hereby authorized to do ALL the 
work that may devolve on him as_ dea- 
con; to look after the financial needs of 
© local church and pastor; to keep order 
sin and around the church. 


ORDAINED MINISTERS 


® has been duly set forth and ordained 


MINISTER by The (Original) Church of 
God, Headquarters, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
= subject to the General Presbytery Board, 
s and is hereby authorized to do ALL the 
work that may devolve on him as a min- 


® ister of the Gospel; to publish; preach, 


* and defend the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
= to baptize; to administer the Lord’s Sup- 
» per and the Washing of the Saint’s Feet; 
= to establish (set in order) churches; to 
solmenize the rites of matrimony in legal 


marriage. 
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LICENSED EVANGELISTS 


This -is-to Certify: that: 
has been duly set forth and Licensed 
EVANGELIST by The (Original) 
Church of God, Headquarters, Chattan- 
ooga, Tennessee, subject to the General 
Presbytery Board, and is hereby author- 
ized to preach and defend the ospel of 
Jesus Christ; to baptize (if a man); to 
establish (set in pe churches. 


EXHORTER 


This is to Certify thats 
has been duly set forth and _ Licensed 
EXHORTER by The (Original) Church 
of God, Headquarters, Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, subject to the General Presby- 
tery Board, and is hereby authorized to 

preach and defend the ospel of Jesus 
Chiist: to baptize (if a 


RIDGEDALE THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 


Write for Application Blank and in- 
formation concerning our Bible Courses 
offered by Correspondence. It will help 
you in-your church work, whether it be 
S. S. Supt., Teacher or Minister. The 


is sent Free. Write Today! 
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BRIEF HISTORY “THE 
(ORIGINAL) CHURCH GOD” 


» The following is a brief history of 
» “The (Original) Church of God” (not of 
= some other church as has been claimed). 


= The name as above was given to us by 


= the Superior Court, and we chartered it 
Sas such in a number of States. It is also 
=» Registered at the United States Patent 
» Office in Washington, D. C., and is the 
» first church to take the name of “The 
» Church of God” in the U. S. A. 

» Our General Office and Publishing 
= House is located in Chattanooga, Tenn. 

About the 1884, a spirit of dissat- 
» isfaction and unrest began to work in 
* mind of a licensed minister of the Mis- 
= sionary Baptist Church by the name of 
© Richard G. Spurling, then living in Mon- 
= roe County, Tenn. The dissatisfaction a- 
» rose because of certain traditions and 
= creeds which were burdensome and ex- 
= ceedingly binding on the members. 

' This humble and sincere servant of 
§ God, who was also a faithful servant of 
® the church of which he was a member, 
» and Licensed Minister, began a more 
+ careful study of the Bible, and for two 
» years or more spent much time in the 
searching of the Scriptures, and church 


(59) 


4 
“ 
« 
ZZ 
‘ 
a 
> 
J 
5 
# 
4 
AY 
<= 


history with a view to a reformation. 

After two years or more of careful 
searching, praying and weeping, and 
pleading with his church for reform to 
no avail, he, with others, began to ar- 
range for an independent meeting for a 
conference and a more careful consid- 
eration of religious matters. 

The result of the prayers and research 
on the part of Mr. Spurling and his com- 
panions proved three things to their en- 
tire satisfaction. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies, when the noble and_ illustrious 
reformers were throwing off and break- | 
ing out from under the galling yoke of | 
Romanism, and launched and inaugera- | 
ted what is commonly known as Prot- 
estantism, they failed to reform from 
creeds; they adopted the law of faith 
when they should have adopted the law 
of love: and, third, they failed to reserve 
a right of way for the leadership of the 
Holy Ghost as the General Overseer. 


Besides the aforesaid points, they were 
awakened to the fact that God’s Church 
existed only where God’s Law and gov- 
ernment was observed by His children. 

After having taken plenty of time for 
consideration, the time and place for the 
meeting was arranged and announced. 
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» That day is worthy of remembrance :— 
| Thursday, August 19, 1886. 
5 The small company of humble, faith- 
ful, conscientious pilgrims met the 
Barney Creek Meeting House, Monroe 
» County, Tennessee. After prayer, a 
| was delivered by the 
® Rev. Richard G. Spurling, emphasizing 
the need of a The argu- . 
ments were full of force and proved ef- 
fective, and were endorsed by the hear- 
ers so that when the time im for ac- 
tion there was free and _ earnest re- 
sponse. 

The proposition and obligation was 
simple. We give it below :— 

“As many Christians as are here pres- 
ent that are desirous to be free from all 


men-made creeds and traditions, and . 


are willing to take the New Testament, 
or law of Christ for your only rule of 
faith and practice; giving each other 
equal rights and privileges to read and 
interpret for yourselves as your con- 
science may direct, and are willing to 
set together as The Church of God to 
business asthe same, ceme 
forward.’ 

In response to this proposition eleven 
persons, whose names are given below, 
presented themselves and gave to each 


(61) 


{ 
> 
x 
a 
iy 
“a 
4 
: 
4 
al 
4 
om 
\ 


other-the right hands of fellowship :— 
Elder Richard Spurling, his son, R. G. 
Spurling, Susan Mitchell, Elizabeth 
Hamby, John Plemons, Sr., Polly Plem- 
ons, Barbara Spurling, Margaret Lauft- 
us, Barbara Plemons, John Plemons 
Jr., Adeline Lauftus, two others, names 
not given. 

-Then they decided to receive persons 
into membership who were possessed 
with a good Christian character, and 
that ordained and Licensed minis- 
ters from other churches could retain 
their same position or office without be- 
ing re-ordained. 

y virtue of the office he had held as 
a faithful ordained minister in the Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church for a number of 
years, Elder Richard Spurling was duly 
acknowledged and recognized as_ their 
minister, to do all the business devolved 
on him as such in the new order. He then 
having been placed in authority by the 


body, took his seat as Moderator, and 


by prayer dedicated the infant church 
to God, imploring His guidance and 
blessings for it, and that it might grow 
and prosper, and accomplish great good. 

An invitation was then given for the 
reception of members, and they receiv- 
ed Richard G. Spurling, who was then a 
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Licensed Minister. The church chose him 
as their pastor, and had him ordained 
the next month; September 26, 1886. 

Soon after this, Elder Richard Spur- 
ling died, at the advanced age of seventy 
four years. Although he was honored 
with being the first ordained minister, 

et he did not live to see the results of 

is prayers, tears and labors of love in 
assisting to launch this last great refor- 
mation, that is now assuming such vast 
proportions as it is spreading over the 
world. 

To the sleepless nights of ponree and 
labors of love by this remarkable old 
saint and his son, Richard G. Spurling. 
who is also deceased, we attribute muc 
of the success and advancement of later 
years. No doubt they only saw the light 
as “through a glass darkly”, but the rays 
of the early dawn pierced through the 
darkness until they were made able to 
at least declare independence and free- 
dom from creeds and sing “Hosannah to 
the Son of David” for liberty. Great and» 
sincere praises be to our God. 

The little church grew very slowly. 
Only a very few cared anything about 
the infant organism. ‘The pastor con- 
tinued his preaching, not only at the 
church, but wherever he was granted the 
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liberty. In this way the minds of the 
people were continually agitated, and 
gradually prepared for the work of the 
Spirit that was to follow. For ten years 
this servant of God prayed, went and 
continued his ministry against much op- 
position and under peculiar difficulties, 
before seeing much fruits of his labor. 
In the year 1896 three men, who lived 
in the same county and locality, became 
enthused religiously, and were power- 
fully wrought on by the Spirit of God. 
These men, whose names were William 
Martin, Joe M. Tipton, and Milton Mc- 
Nabb, went over into Cherokee County, 
North Carolina, and commenced a meet- 
ing at the Schearer School House. They 
preached a clean gospel, and urged the 
people to seek and obtain Sanctification 
subsequent to Justification. They prayed, 
fasted and wept before the Lord until a 
great revival was the result. People be- 
came interested, and were stirred for 
miles around. Quite a large number pro- 
fessed salvation and sanctification thru 
the blood of Christ. The Baptist and 
Methodist churches became antagonistic 
to the wonderful revival that was spread 
ing, and about thirty were excluded 
from the Baptist Church at one time be- 
cause they professed to live a holy life, 
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which the church denounced as heresy. 

After the close of the series of meet- 
ings, and the three evangelists were gone, 
the people commenced a Sunday School, 

and regular prayer meetings were con- 
_ ducted, usually by William F, Bryant, a 
leading men of the community. The 
people masimine | sought God and the in- 
lerest increased until unexpectedly, lik« 
a cloud from a clear sky, the Holy Ghost 
began to fall on the honest, humble, sin- 
cere seckers after God. While the meet- 
ings were in progress one after another 
fell under the power of God, and soon 
quite a number were speaking in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them  utter- 
ance, The influence and excitement then 
spread like wildfire, and the people 
came for many miles to investigate, hear 
and see the manifestations of the pres- 
ence of God. 

Men, women and children received 
the Holy Ghost and spoke in other ton- 
gues under the mighty power of God. 

The power of healing was soon realiz- 
ed, and a number of miraculous cases 
of healings were wrought by the power 
of God. The people knew but little about 
the Bible, but they prayed, and shouted 
and exhorted until hundreds of hara 
sinners were converted. The influence 
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grew and spread until it extended into 
three or four adjoining counties. Perse- 
cutions arose, and four or five houses 
were burned where these earnest, hum- 
ble people met for worship. 

At one time the storm of persecution 
broke in with such -furv that one hund- 
red and six men, composed of Methodist 
and Baptist ministers, stewards and dea- 
cons, one Justice of the Peace and once 
sherriff, banded themselves together to 
put down the revival, even by violence, 
if that were the only way it could be ac- 
complished. They deliberately tore down 
and burned the house, where sinners 
were getting saved in nearly every ser- 
vice in open daylight. But the greater 
the persecutions the more the revival 
spread. | 

The meetings were moved to the home 
of W. F. Bryant, and the power ana 
glory increased. It was while they were 
in progress there that seven men band- 
ed themselves together to stop the work, 
and one day rode to the home of Mr. 
Bryant and demanded him to stop the 
meetings, and also forbade him to have 
prayers with his family; but, like Daniel 
of old, he purposed in his heart to obey 
God rather than man, and the meetings 
were continued, amid threats, showers 
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of stones and rains of lead. 

During these years of revivals and 
persecutions, Mr. Spurling often came 
in their midst, and in vain tried to show 
the precious people the need of God’s 
Law and Government. Everything mov- 
ed on smoothly among themselves for 
several months, even years, and they 
were able to endure all the persecutions 
heaped upon them with grace and love. 
But in the absence of government and 
authority, false teachers crept in and led 
many humble, sincere, unwary souls in- 
to error. Factions began to show them- 
selves, and fanaticism took possession 
of some of them who were more easily 
duped by Satan than others. 

Keous that time, Mr, Bryant and a few 
others began to see the mistake in being 
without government and authority, but 
as they were unable to accomplish any- 
thing on that line the work was allowed 
to drift. It is estimated that more than 
one hundred persons really received 
the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues as 
the evidence during that revival. 

It was not until May 15, 1902, that any 
plan for government was adopted. On 
that day a number of humble people 
met at the home of Mr. Bryant, Cherokee 
County, N. C., and under the  instruc- 
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tions and supervision of Mr. Spurling 
God’s Government was recognized. 
While this was a continuation of the 
same church that was started sixteen 
years before, it was called “The Church 
of God,” as aforesaid, one of the officers 
W. F. Bryant, was set forth and ordain- 


ed which made the church permanent. 


Rk. G. Spurling chosen pastor, 


-and they continued their meetings; yet, 


the work was rather slow to develop, as 
so many had been led into error by the 
false teaching referred to above, but a 
sufficient number remained true to keep 
the work alive. For a year it was a real 
struggle to hold the church against much 
unbelief and criticism, and there were 
no additions. 

It was June, 1903, that the work re- 
vived and took upon it a new impetus. 
At a meeting held June 13, of the above 
named pres they made a more careful 
study of the New Testament order, and 


five’ more accepted the obligation and 


joined with the faithful little flock to 
push the work along. Another minister 
and two deacons were ordained by the 
church in proper order. The new minis- 
ter was chosen for pastor, and that year 
there were fourteen more accessions. 
and the work went on smoothly and 
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prospered amid some light persecution. 
Among the number added that year 
were M. S. Lemons and A. J. Tomlinson. 


The next year one church was set in 
order in Georgia and two more in Tenn- 
essee. Then the workers had increased. 
and evangelism encouraged, so the work 
grew and prospered under the blessings 
and approval of God. 


Near the close of 1905 the work had so 
prospered that there began to be a_ de- 
mand for a general gathering together 


of members from all churches to con-™™ 


sider questions of importance and to 
search the Bible for additional light and 
knowledge. Accordingly arrangements 
were made and the meeting called. 


Note:— You may be interested in 
knowing that we have the original min- 
utes of The Church of God from its ori- 
gin up to and including the year 1906 


Some say the Church was abandoned 
for a time; but this is a mistake, as we 
have all the minutes of the yeariy meet- 
ings to back up this article. 
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REMOVING NAMES FROM? ROLL 


: It was decided by ‘the General Presby - 
tery Board that Yad was no Bible for 
removing names from church roll by re- 
quest, therefore, it can not be done. 


The only way a member’s name can 
legally be gird rou! from roll, is by a 
charge being preferred against them, 
brought before the church (after Matt. 
18: 13-19 has been fully complied with). 
and then said member can be excluded 
ch two-thirds majority vote of the local 
church (See 1965 Minute). 
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BENEDICTION 


“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion 


of the Holy Ghost, be with you allAéA 
Amen.” 


This Manual Read and Approved by: 


Rev. S. A. Anderson, General Supt. 
Rev. Lacy Cagle, Asst. Gen’l Supt. 

Rev. O. E. Scott, Business Manager 
Rev. O. F. Barnes, General Secretary 
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Ridgedate Theological Seminary 


_ By Clergymen — For Clergymen 
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


GENERAL BIBLE COURSE 
GRADUATE THEOLOGY 
BACHELOR THEOLOGY 


Also Grant Honorary Degrees 
Worthy Persons 


We Also Offer The 
EVANGELICAL TEACHER TRAINING 
COURSE 
(Preliminary and Advanced) 


Write for Catalog and Enrollment Blank 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
2214 East Seventeenth 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 37404 
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ORDER ALL YOUR CHURCH SUPPPLIES 
AND BOOKS AND BIBLES THRU 
YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE 
We Can Get You Any Kind of Song Book, 
Bible, or Book, even Sheet Music, also 


Sunday School Literature, 
other Supplies 


ALSO ANY KIND PRINTING 


Let us figure on your next book, Tracts, 
Letterheads, Envelopes, Cards, In fact, 
any kind of printing you desire 


SPECIAL PRICES ON BUSINESS CARDS 
TO MINISTERS | 


PATRONIZE YOUR OWN PUBLISHING 
HOUSE 
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